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tian literature and history from the founding of the church at Rome to the 
death of Licinius, a. d. 325. Professor Bigg has sought to exhibit the 
history, literature, and theology of the church in their relations to the his- 
tory of the empire in these interesting centuries, and this he has done 
with a good measure of success. The life of Jesus and the ministry of 
Paul belong to an earlier time than that which Professor Bigg describes, 
and to this extent the book's title is a misnomer. The style is terse, con- 
crete, original, and often abrupt. But the story is full of interest, and 
exhibits a wide acquaintance with Christian and pagan literature. While 
the work will have no little value and interest for the student, the general 
reader will find it a useful introduction to the early history of the church. 
Professor Bigg's views on Christian literature are not always critically 
based. He seems to build confidently on the Pastorals as sources for the 
trial of Paul, and dates the Epistle of Barnabas in the reign of Vespasian 
(p. 56). That the Greek text of Aristides was discovered by Dr. Robinson 
in Barlaam and Joasaph (p. 321) is true, but does injustice to Dr. Rendel 
Harris who had previously discovered the Syriac and thus opened the way 
for the other and less significant identification. The index is far from com- 
plete, which is the more unfortunate in view of the large range of subjects, 
persons, writings, and events treated. It is strange to read that Irenaeus 
wove together "Paul, Hebrews, Peter, and John into a doctrinal har- 
mony" (p. 209); for it is generally agreed that Irenaeus did not accept 
Hebrews. Certain topics like the rise of the canon and the founding of 
the Catholic church might have been more definitely and fully treated. 
Yet this last work of the Oxford historian is an important and compre- 
hensive historical study, and will interest a wide circle of readers. 

On the day on which he had sent the work to the Clarendon Press, 
Canon Bigg fell sick, and a month later he died, July 15, 1908. The 
task of seeing the book through the press thus fell to the dean of Christ 

Church, T. B. Strong. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed 
The University of Chicago 



THE INFLUENCE OF GREEK THOUGHT ON CHRISTIANITY 

The group of books reviewed in this article 1 with the exception of the 
first, which is a very compact and comprehensive, yet readable, sketch 
of the Jews of Palestine from the destruction of Jerusalem down to the 

1 Die Geschichte der Juden in Palastinas seit dem Jahre 70 nach Chr. Ein Skizze 
von G. Holscher. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1909. 64 pages M. 1.50. 

Fragments from Graeco- Jewish Writers. Collected and edited with brief Intro- 
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modern Zionist movement, have this in common that they deal more 
or less directly and fully with the influence of Greek thought on 
Christianity. 

The little volume by Dr. Stearns stands at the farthest remove from 
this particular subject, and yet it can properly be classed with the 
three following inasmuch as it gives the text of certain Graeco- Jewish 
writers — Aristeas and Aristobulus among them — who are of importance 
for the study of that contact of Greek and Jew which prepared the way 
for the entrance of hellenism into Christianity. The text of these writers, 
which is carefully printed, is accompanied with helpful notes and biblio- 
graphical references. 

The work of Mr. Fairweather is based chiefly on the Cunningham 
Lectures which he delivered in Edinburgh in 1907. It is an attempt to 
popularize the results of many students' labors in the wide field of Jewish 
history and thought from the close of the Exile to our era. 

The title, The Background of the Gospels, with the subtitle, Judaism 
in the Period between the Old and the New Testaments, seems open to 
criticism. For the Judaism of this period was only a part of the background 
of the gospels, and that not the most essential. The heart of the gospels is 
of course the character and teaching of Jesus, but for the understanding of 
Jesus the old prophets are of much greater significance than, for example, 
the Maccabean struggle, the Wisdom movement, or the apocalyptic 
literature. 

It is open to question whether the author's view is not fixed too 
largely on Palestinian Judaism. Only one chapter of the eight is given to 
hellenistic Judaism, and in that only a dozen pages to Philo. Now if we 
measure the relative importance of Palestinian and hellenistic Judaism 
by their respective contributions to New Testament doctrine, it would seem 
as though the attention given to the latter phase of the subject ought to 
have been much more extended. Whether, in speaking of the background 
of the gospels, we mean exclusively the four gospels, or mean the New 

duction and Notes by Wallace Nelson Stearns. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1909. 216 pages. $0.75. 

The Background of the Gospels, or Judaism in the Period between the Old and 
New Testaments. By William Fairweather. Edinburgh: Clark; New York, Scrib- 
ner, 1908. 455 pages. $3.00. 

Vom Zorne Gottes. Eine Studie iiber den Einfluss der griechischen Philosophic 
auf das alte Christentum. Von Dr. Max Pohlenz. Gottingen: Vandenhoeck u. Ru- 
precht, 1909. 156 pages. M. 5. 

Die Frdmmigkeit Philos und ihre Bedeutung fiir das Christentum. Von Hans 
Windisch. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1909. 140 pages. M. 2.50. 
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Testament, as is sometimes the case with the book before us (see p. 59), 
the Judaism of the Diaspora is surely not less important than that of 
Palestine. The study of Philo throws more light on the explanation of 
various parts of the New Testament than the history of the Maccabees, 
or the history of the Sadducees and Essenes. 

At the close of chap, ii the author speaks of the Wisdom movement, 
and we may perhaps regard the following statement as his justification for 
treating this movement as a part of the background of the gospels. The 
conception of the hypostasis of Wisdom constitutes "the link between the 
Palestinian and the hellenistic development of Judaism, represents the 
contribution made by Wisdom to the Christology of the Old Testament, 
and has greatly influenced Christian theology." Now even if we could 
accept these statements, still it would not be clear that the Wisdom 
movement is a key to the understanding of the New Testament. Doubt- 
less Christian theology has been influenced (far too much !) by the Hebrew 
doctrine of Wisdom, but it does not follow that this doctrine was of influence 
with the writers of the New Testament. But to go back a little. We do 
not know just what is meant by "the link between the Palestinian and 
hellenistic development of Judaism." If it is meant that they were bound 
together by the doctrine of Wisdom, that is only partially true. Indeed, 
they were far from being closely bound together. They had a common 
ground in the Old Testament, but hellenistic Judaism differed from that 
of Palestine much more deeply than it agreed with it. 

But while offering thus some general criticism on Mr. Fairweather's 
work, we recognize the author's industry and the admirable spirit of his 
discussions. 

The studies of Pohlenz and Windisch are more immediately concerned 
with the influence of Greek philosophy on Christian doctrine, that of 
Dr. Pohlenz treating the "Anger of God" and that of Dr. Windisch the 
"Piety of Philo and its Significance for Christianity." 

The former of these monographs is published in the series of Forschungen 
edited by Bousset and Gunkel. It grew out of investigations on the 
influence of the Stoic doctrine of the passions (Affekte). It deals not only 
with the anger of God but also with the passions of Christ. The field of 
investigation is the Christian writings of the first four centuries. 

Regarding the change of view on the anger of God the author sums up 
his investigations in the following words: "The philosophers' God of 
Marcion, who was at first regarded as a stranger, soon not only acquired 
home-rights in the Christian church, but also wholly expelled the passionate 
God of the Old Testament whom Marcion had opposed." It is added 
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that Marcion's consequences were not accepted; that, on the contrary, 
thanks to Origen's exegesis, the authority of the Old Testament was 
maintained. That exegesis was Greek and Marcion's opposition to the 
Old Testament conception of God's anger was also Greek. 

Dr. Windisch is a privatdozent at Leipzig, and the basis of his mono- 
graph constituted his inaugural address there in February, 1908. The 
author's aim is to describe Philo's piety as far as possible in Philo's own 
words, and his wish is to make Philo better known in theological circles. 
His book is well fitted to secure the fulfilment of his wish. It could be 
used more conveniently if it had a table of contents and an index. 

Philo's piety was based on the Platonic dualistic conception of the 
world, and its two fundamental characteristics were longing for knowledge 
of God and longing for imperishable being. At one time he seemed to 
condition man's fellowship with God on a delivery of himself from all sin, 
and again he denied that self-delivery was possible. These conflicting 
views are harmonized in the paradox that when man recognizes his own 
nothingness he begins to comprehend the being of God. 

Philo had much to say of faith, regarding it as the most perfect and the 
firmest of the virtues, the only sure good. His conception of it was thor- 
oughly ethical and religious. 

The piety of Philo departs from that of Jesus in no point, perhaps, 
more noticeably than in his conception of ecstasy. This is the crown of 
a man's religious experience in this world. In ecstasy a man leaves his 
body, leaves even his self-consciousness, and is lost in God. He sees 
God, and unspeakable joy fills his being. Ecstasy is the full realization 
of the power of faith. But this is widely unlike the conception of Jesus, 
who would have man commune with God continually, and in whose life 
a great calm of spirit, complete self-control, and self-consciousness take the 
place of Philo's ecstasy. 

The author regards it as difficult to say whether Philo's piety shows 
more of hellenic or of Hebrew elements. 

The concluding section of the book on Philo's relation to Christianity is 
marked by clearness and comprehensiveness. There is a suggestive 
parallel between Jesus and Philo, also between Paul and Philo, and the 
influence of Philo on Hebrews and John is sketched. Finally, the influence 
of the Alexandrian is followed rapidly down to modern times. "Philo," 
says the author in conclusion, "keeps his significance as hellenist and 
biblicist, as theologian and as a pious man. History recognizes him as a 
lofty point in a great historical development of religion, which, proceeding 
from unknown sources in the Orient, leads by Plato and Posidonius, 
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through Greece and Egypt, penetrates into the realm of the church, and 
which, fructifying the piety of Christendom, has maintained itself to this 
day." 

George Holley Gilbert 
Northampton, Mass. 



TWO USEFUL BOOKS FOR THE STUDY OF CHURCH HISTORY 

To the student of the history of religious thought who wishes to 
familiarize himself with the period of the Reformation and who knows 
how indispensable to a knowledge of the theological conflicts of those times 
are the works of the Jesuit father, Cardinal Bellarmin, the sight of the 
ponderous tomes in Latin written by that famous controversialist is almost 
enough to fill him with despair. For a period of sixteen years (1576-88) 
Bellarmin was closely occupied in making a formal defense of the canons 
and decrees of the Council of Trent in reply to Protestant assailants. 
Portions of his works were translated into many languages and drew out 
hundreds of replies. There is a wilderness of material which has to be 
assorted and examined in order to obtain a summary view of his theology. 
Professor Serviere has come to our rescue by presenting in a single volume 
a condensed statement of the doctrinal arguments of Bellarmin. 1 

The method of our author is to state first the contentions of the Protes- 
tants on each of the topics discussed and then to give, in neat translations, 
the cardinal's reply. In most of the important instances the citations in 
the original Latin are added in footnotes. The whole appears in good 
readable form and is written in an interesting style. 

The arrangement of subjects is significant. The first three chapters 
relate to "The Word of God," "Christ the Head of the Church," and 
"The Sovereign Pontiff." These present the arguments of Bellarmin in 
support of the Church's claim to authority. The four following chapters are 
headed, respectively, "The Church United in Council — the Church Dis- 
persed," "The Members of the Church Militant (=clergy, monks, and 
laity)," "The Suffering Church— Purgatory," "The Church Triumphant— 
the Saints." These support the universality of the church. Then follow 
four chapters on the sacraments, which exhibit the holiness of the church. 
Finally, there are four chapters on the doctrine of sin and grace. The 
whole tends to make impressively clear to the reader the Roman church's 
identification of religion with institutionalism and of Christianity with the 

1 La theologie de Bellarmin. Von J. de la Serviere. Paris: Beauchesne & Cie., 
1908. xxvii +764 pages. Fr. 8. 



